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Transportation labor leaders: Safety must be prioritized 
 ahead of presidential inauguration 

 
 

Washington, DC — Twenty-two transportation labor leaders issue this statement calling on 
prioritizing safety in advance of the Presidential Inauguration: 
 
“As the elected leaders of transportation unions that collectively represent millions of frontline 
employees, we are calling on every arm of federal, state, and local government to protect 
American workers and the public, ensure the orderly and peaceful transfer of power, and 
safeguard our democracy during the inauguration. While we stand firmly by the rights of every 
American to have and to share differing points of view, to peaceably assemble in support of 
those points of view, and to petition the government in hopes of affecting the direction of our 
country and its policies, these rights do not allow for violent attacks on our fellow Americans or 
our democratic institutions by domestic terrorists.  
 
“The January 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol threatened our democracy and thousands of 
American lives. The actions taken by the individuals who attacked our Capitol, the right-wing 
militants who led them in doing so, and the elected government officials who enabled and even 
encouraged them, run counter to the very spirit of democracy and civil society. As a nation, it is 
incumbent upon each of us to take a firm stand against lawless mob rule by those who seek to 
upend the American values we hold so very sacred. 
 
“Unfortunately, transportation workers and our passengers—as is too often the case—were 
placed squarely in harm’s way during, before, and after this repulsive assault on American 
democracy. We witnessed airline, transit, and rail workers diverted from their public safety 
duties, threatened and harassed for doing their jobs, and assaulted in the line of duty. These 
essential workers—already under tremendous strain from the impacts of the ongoing 
pandemic—have sacrificed in service to our country during this time of our greatest need and it 
is all of our responsibility to ensure their safety and security. Amid ongoing threats of future 
violence—including Inauguration Day calls to arms by right-wing militants—frontline 
transportation workers are left wondering how they can protect themselves, their passengers, 
and our country going forward. This has gone too far, and it must stop.  
 
 



“When it comes to our aviation, passenger rail, and transit systems, the working people who 
maintain and operate them, and the passengers who rely on them, safety must be the priority.  
There can be no exceptions. We are calling on the Departments of Homeland Security and 
Transportation, as well as their constituent agencies—in concert with transportation operators 
and federal, state, and local law enforcement—to use the full weight of the law to ensure safety 
onboard planes, trains, and buses, and pursue the strongest penalties against passengers who 
seek to sow chaos or incite violence. 
 
“We stand in solidarity with all transportation workers across America as they continue to place 
their own well-being on the line in service to our country. We condemn the actions of President 
Trump, those in Congress who fanned the flames of hate and lawlessness, and every individual 
whose own actions that day and in the future undermine the rule of law in our democracy.” 
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The Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO (TTD), provides a bold voice for workers in 
every mode of transportation and is devoted to protecting middle-class jobs, expanding 
collective bargaining and ensuring modern, safe and secure transportation operations and 
infrastructure. For more information visit us at www.ttd.org. 

http://action.ttd.org/page/m/1c4e2e2a/1dc06b2f/7791d215/6a2288a7/1578302616/VEsC/

