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Transportation Unions Vow to Educate Members on  
Why Barack Obama is the Best Choice 

Washington, DC – The Executive Committee of the Transportation Trades Department, AFL-
CIO (TTD) today vowed to educate transportation union members on Sen. John McCain’s 
poor transportation record and Sen. Barack Obama’s vision for a safe and expanded 
transportation system in America. 
 
“The worst transportation presidency in modern history is coming to a close,” said TTD 
President Edward Wytkind. “John McCain promises us four more years of the same: neglect, 
under-investment and a lack of leadership.” 
 
“Barack Obama wants to expand and rebuild our transportation system and will support and 
empower the men and women who operate, build and maintain it,” Wytkind said. 
 
TTD spent several months examining Sen. McCain’s votes, speeches and statements in an 
effort to paint a clear picture of what transportation workers and the public could expect from 
a McCain Administration. Similarly, TTD examined Sen. Obama’s record and positions on 
transportation and worker issues throughout his career, and the difference between the two 
candidates is stark. 
 
At its Executive Committee meeting today, TTD and its 32 member unions discussed the 
most comprehensive overview to date of Sen. McCain’s 25 years of transportation votes. The 
research reveals a politician who doesn’t understand the severe transportation investment 
gap that is threatening our economy – and routinely calls these crucial investments wasteful 
spending. The research also revealed his history of opposing job creation and collective 
bargaining rights of transportation workers. 
 
“What we found in Sen. McCain is a politician who’s routinely on the wrong side of finding 
solutions to America’s severe transportation problems,” Wytkind said. “By opposing critical 
investments in our aging transportation system and refusing to support much needed safety 
and security reforms, John McCain does not represent the type of change needed to bring 
lasting improvements to our deteriorating transportation system.” 
 
 “Barack Obama is the only candidate in this race talking about rebuilding our infrastructure, 
dealing with key safety and security issues, supporting the rights of workers, and creating 
jobs,” Wytkind said. “On every one of the issues we examined, Barack Obama stands with 
the American public and American workers in delivering a safer, more efficient transportation 
system for the future.” 
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“And Sen. Joe Biden as Vice President will clearly add to the promise of an Obama 
Administration. Sen. Biden is a longtime supporter of strengthening workers’ rights, a vocal 
proponent of boosting investment in Amtrak, and advocates closing security gaps in our 
transportation system.” 
 
Below are examples of the McCain and Obama records: 
 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING RIGHTS AND WORKER PROTECTIONS: 

• Sen. McCain is an opponent of the Employee Free Choice Act (EFCA) – “card-check” 
labor law reform legislation. He sponsored legislation to gut the collective bargaining 
rights of private sector aviation workers and refused to support legislation that would 
fix the broken collective bargaining system at the FAA.1 

• Sen. Obama has co-sponsored and voted for EFCA and vowed to sign it into law. He 
pledged to appoint NMB members who support the rights of workers to organize. He 
also introduced legislation to restore the bargaining rights of FAA workers and stop the 
FAA from imposing contract terms on employees without their consent.2 

  
• Sen. McCain has also supported legislative attacks on transit workers’ bargaining 

rights and construction workers’ prevailing wage protections.3  
• Sen. Obama has also vowed strong support for the continuation of transit and 

construction workers’ bargaining rights and prevailing wage protections when the 
federal government invests in transit and highway projects. 4 

 
MASS TRANSIT AND HIGHWAY INVESTMENTS: 

• Sen. McCain has repeatedly opposed expanding our mass transit systems and 
repairing crumbling highways and bridges. He was one of four Senators to oppose the 
largest highway and transit investment bill in American history. 5  

• Sen. Obama has voted in favor of transit and highway investment bills to create jobs, 
boost our economy and improve our transportation system. He also has unveiled 
proposals to put Americans to work and rebuild our infrastructure.6    

 
AVIATION:  

• Sen. McCain voted against safety and security standards for U.S. aircraft repairs 
performed in third-world countries.7  

• Sen. Obama supports forcing foreign aircraft repair stations to submit to routine safety 
inspections and requiring the same drug and alcohol testing performed on U.S. 
workers.8  
 

• Sen. McCain supports foreign ownership and control of U.S. airlines, and foreign 
airlines providing service within the U.S., saying that the existing restrictions “should 
be relaxed.”9  

• Sen. Obama is against the foreign takeover of U.S. airlines and committed to work to 
ensure that foreign investors will remain minority shareholders. He also pledges to 
uphold cabotage laws, which ensure that U.S. airlines operate domestic point-to-point 
service.10  
 

 

 
 



 
 

RAIL: 
• On Amtrak, Sen. McCain has supported and sponsored several amendments to 

eliminate or gut Amtrak funding and said “I will do everything in my power . . . to see 
that it comes to an end.”11   

• Sen. Obama is a strong supporter of federal assistance for Amtrak, saying “with the 
gas prices what they are, we should be expanding rail service,” not eliminating it.12  
 

PORTS AND MARITIME: 
• Since 9/11, Sen. McCain has repeatedly opposed funding to secure U.S. port facilities, 

and called increased cargo screening an example of wasteful spending. He has called 
for the repeal of the Jones Act, a longstanding law which ensures a strong U.S. 
Merchant Marine.13  

• Sen. Obama has consistently voted to improve port security, and has pledged to 
oppose any efforts to undermine the Jones Act.14  

 
 

### 
 
The Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO, represents 32 member unions in the 
aviation, rail, transit, trucking, highway, longshore, maritime and related industries. For more 
information, visit www.ttd.org.  
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