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Transportation Unions Ready for New Congress, 
Trump Administration 

 
Transportation union leaders across all sectors gathered today for their post-election meeting to 
assess the landscape in Washington and lay the groundwork for a unified effort under a Trump 
Administration.  
 
“Our discussion today was focused on boosting investment in transportation and protecting the 
rights of working people against a torrent of political attacks designed to weaken unions,” said 
Edward Wytkind, president of the Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO (TTD). “We also 
vowed to defend against assaults on labor and safety protections in our laws, and work with 
those who want to change American trade policy so it aligns with the economic interests of 
American workers.” 
 
The Executive Committee took aim at the wrongheaded decision by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to approve the controversial application of Norwegian Air International (NAI) for a 
foreign air carrier permit.  
 
“Transportation unions were clear today in their resolve to stop the first-ever job-killing ‘flag-of-
convenience’ airline sanctioned by our government from destroying U.S. airline jobs. We will 
continue urging President Obama to intervene and reverse the NAI decision,” Wytkind said. 
 
Transportation labor leaders also sent a clear message that they stand with United Steelworkers 
Local 1999 President Chuck Jones in his battle to save more jobs at Carrier. Jones, who’s 
championed the jobs and rights of his members for decades, called out the President-elect 
because the number of jobs saved at Carrier is 730, not the more than 1,000 the President-elect 
claimed.  
 
“America is great because of our freedom to speak out and the right of working people to come 
together in strong unions to demand fairness and living wages on the job,” Wytkind said. “When 
our elected leaders stifle dissent and bully people like Chuck Jones for simply speaking out for 
the men and women he’s elected to lead, we not only rip at the fabric of our nation — we 
eviscerate rights for which people died.” 
 

### 
 

The Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO (TTD), provides a bold voice for workers in 
every mode of transportation and is devoted to protecting middle-class jobs, expanding 
collective bargaining and ensuring modern, safe and secure transportation operations and 
infrastructure. For more information visit us at www.ttd.org. 

http://ttd.org/news-and-media/press-releases/approval-of-norwegian-air-international-permit-a-betrayal-of-u-s-aviation-workers/
http://ttd.org/policy/policy-statements/ttd-executive-committee-issues-statement-of-solidarity-with-chuck-jones/
http://ttd.org/policy/policy-statements/ttd-executive-committee-issues-statement-of-solidarity-with-chuck-jones/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/12/08/im-the-union-leader-donald-trump-attacked-im-tired-of-being-lied-to-about-our-jobs/?tid=sm_fb&utm_term=.ecd9063ccd85#comments
http://action.ttd.org/page/m/1c4e2e2a/1dc06b2f/7791d215/6a2288a7/1578302616/VEsC/

